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1, teers are working diligently to find
il these animals their forever homes.
Recently, the Shelter witnessed
how mothers can come in all forms.
Animal Control was called to pick
up two abandoned puppies. These
puppies had literally just been
born, with no mom in sight. It was
unknown whether they had just
been dumped or if a stray dog had given birth and abandoned
her babies. It was critical for these two tiny puppies to start
feeding immediately to ensure their survival. The Shelter did
not at the time have the tools to feed these babies. Luckily one
of the Kennel Supervisors had the idea to put the puppies with
a mother cat named JuneBug. We had just weaned her kittens
so she still had plenty of milk. The plan worked! The puppies
immediately started feeding from
the cat, and JuneBug did not hesi-
tate to feed and care for her new
orphan pups. The puppies are to-
day in foster care where they are
being bottle fed. This story proves
cats and dogs can get along!
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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Angela Ledgerwood

Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines the word prevention as
“the act or practice of stopping something bad from happen-
ing.” Prevention is very important in the animal world. From
vaccinations to deworming’s, no task is too small. We see
animals every day come into the Shelter suffering from a pre-
ventable disease or condition, many of which are transmissible
to humans. We see dogs that are heartworm positive and cats
that are feline leukemia or FIV positive; dogs and cats covered
in external and loaded with internal parasites come into the
Shelter daily. Animals are reclaimed by their owner every
week that are not current on Rabies vaccination. Rabies is a
major public health issue. The list goes on and on. Diseases
or medical conditions are always more expensive to treat than
they are to prevent. Most of us consider our pets as part of
the family. We would not let our other family members suffer
from a preventable disease. = Why should your furry family
members be any different?
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Keep Your Pets Safe
This 4th of July!

fenced yard.

re SCGN Animals are afraid of the sound of fireworks. Because of this, many pets
will run away and end up in shelters. Here are two things you can do to
reduce those odds:

1. Keep pets indoors unless they are with you, either on leash or in a

2. Invest in having your pet micro-chipped and purchase a tag with your
address/ phone number so if they do manage to get out and get lost
someone will be able to get them back to you.

Our pets depend on us to keep them safe — Let’s not let them down!
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AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION IS WORTH A POUND OF CURE

This old saying applies quite well to our pets. Prevention is the key to avoiding so many problems for our fur
-babies. Vaccination, rabies vaccination, deworming, flea and tick control, heartworm prevention, training
and annual exams can save lives and expenses in the long run. It’s like health insurance - you pay a little
each month, but in the end, it pays the big health bills. Paying in advance will often save you big in the
health and well being of your pet in the long run.

Vaccines prevent diseases that can claim the life of your pet. For example, parvovirus in dogs and panleuko-
penia in cats, both very similar viruses, cause severe vomiting and diarrhea that can lead to death without
veterinary care. Both of these viruses are very contagious and require cleanup of all areas with a 1:32
bleach solution (1/2 cup bleach to 1 gallon of water). Without cleaning of the environment, these viruses
can stick around in all exposed areas like bedding, floors and walls, outdoor pens, pet houses, cages and car-
riers for up to six months ready to infect the next unvaccinated animal that comes along.

Other vaccines that may be considered include influenza (a more potent respiratory disease), leptospirosis -
a bacteria that can cause kidney disease, and Lymes disease — a tick borne disease that causes achiness and

lameness, etc in animals. An annual exam with your veterinarian will help you to find the plan that works
best for you, your budget and your pet.

@ Respiratory viruses and bacteria that cause prolonged coughs and runny noses are also
very contagious. The ‘core’ vaccines give protection against most of these diseases. The
vaccines are typically begun at 8-9 weeks.

Flea and tick prevention has never been more necessary. The number of tick and flea
borne diseases and associated problems keep increasing. Erhlichosis, Rocky Mountain
spotted fever, anaplasmosis, Lymes disease, and other emerging diseases are on the rise.
All come from ticks. And for cats, add in cytauxzoonosis — commonly called Bobcat fever.
Some of these diseases are life-threatening; others cause pets not to feel well, or may
cause prolonged bleeding if the animal is injured. As for fleas — allergies and tapeworm
are common in flea infested pets. Fleas can also carry diseases that can illness in pets
and people, ie. Bartonella.

Heartworm disease is spread by the mosquito and can cause issues for dogs and
cats. A simple monthly pill or chew can prevent this disease which causes extensive
damage to the heart and lungs leading to slow development of heart failure and
death. There are many preventative products available. Seeing your veterinarian
annually helps to keep your pet protected with the products that are best for your
particular situation. Most heartworm prevention products also include dewormers
for intestinal parasites like hookworms, roundworms, whipworms and tapeworms.




Intestinal parasites can take their toll on pets by blocking their intestinal tract and

draining the blood levels of our pets. These parasites are especially fatal to puppies

: and kittens. Annual exams by your veterinarian are paramount to the health and pre-

“\ ventive care of your pets. These visits will update you on all emerging diseases and

new products that make prevention easier than ever before. A veterinarian can help

you develop a plan for your situation that puts your money to the best use. These visits can ward off many

chronic conditions with ears, eyes, skin, and teeth - all of which are much easier to take care with prevention
or early detection rather than later, after a disease or parasite has had time to do damage.

Daily grooming of pets, especially long-haired breeds, can prevent severe and painful matting. Preventing
matting can prevent hot spots which are prone to infection.

Lastly, but not at all the least, is training. Puppies and kittens need the right environment to meet their needs
and teach good habits. Scratching posts for kittens will often deter them from scratching furniture. Chew
toys for puppies prevent destruction of other valuables. Understanding needs and settling techniques can be
provided with training groups led by a professional trainer. This is well worth the investment in avoiding fu-
ture issues. Many animals are surrendered to the shelter with behavioral problems that could have been pre-
vented with some training and understanding of the behavior. Veterinarians can help with these issues and
guide you to the trainers or resources to help solve the problem.

Rabies | want to give a special spot for rabies as this is a disease that can wreak havoc
on animals and people if an outbreak occurs. A paper was recently published in the
American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) journal about a rabies outbreak in
New Mexico in 2011 and 2012. 69 total rabid skunks were identified, which is more
than had been identified the previous 45 years for the county involved. Many dogs and
cats were euthanized after exposure to animals suspected to be rabid because the exposed cats and dogs did
not have current rabies vaccinations status, and owners elected not to have them subjected to a six month
quarantine. Twenty-nine county residents received post exposure rabies prophylaxis costing over $100,000.
Animal control received 400 to 500 calls a month during the outbreak.

What can we learn from this?

Prevention, Prevention, Prevention! Most importantly, all dogs and cats are required by law to be rabies
vaccinated. Rabies vaccinate your pets on time. After the first annual vaccination they can go to a three year
vaccination. Look for vaccination clinics offered by your local veterinarians.

Some other facts about rabies:

I Raccoons, skunks, cats, dogs, coyotes, foxes, bats and livestock are capable of transmitting rabies

! Rabies is deadly

I If you suspect a rabid animal notify animal control, before or after death (in the event the rabid animal is
killed). This allows for tracking and statistics gathering, as well as protection of possibly exposed pets or
people.

I Bat scratches, animals playing with bats, dog bites, wild animal bites, sightings of sick skunks or bats
should be reported to the animal control.

Conclusion

The most important advice | can give you is to schedule an annual exam with the veterinarian
of your choice. Together develop a life-long plan for your pet. Start early before you have
problems that are difficult to treat and are expensive to cure. And remember, an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure. What you pay now will save you in the future: time,
suffering, money, and effort! You can have a lifetime of trouble free pet relations by planning
ahead! Schedule an appointment today with your Veterinarian!




LOVE YOUR PET
SPAY @ NEUTER

WHY YOU SHOULD SPAY/NEUTER YOUR PET
By Tammy Harp, Shelter Office Manager

The decision to spay or neuter your dog or cat is an important one for pet owners. But it can be the single
best decision you make for his long-term welfare.

Spaying and neutering can reduce or eliminate:

v The extra expense for food or veterinary care in the event of an unexpected litter of puppies or kittens.

v Frustration in resisting the natural urge to mate. Your companion will be less distracted, more easily
trained, and a more contented member of your family.

v The animal's need to roam in search of a mate, decreasing the chances that your pet will become lost,
get into fights with other animals or be hit by a car.

v Messy heat cycles in females and attracting unwanted males.

v The tendency to bite. However, your pet will still be protective of its home and family even after being
altered. Aggression is different from protectiveness.

v Spraying, wailing, marking territory, or making inappropriate sexual approaches toward other animals or
objects.

v The odds of breast cancer and dangerous uterine infections in females and prostate problems and testic-
ular cancer in males.

There is an overpopulation of unwanted pets in Washington County. This is no myth! Every year thousands
of dogs and cats end up homeless in Washington County shelters, and sadly there are just not enough people
who adopt from those shelters.

Some animals in shelters are saved from the streets and cruelty, while some are given up by their families.
Countless others never make it to shelters and suffer without someone to care for them. Spaying or neuter-
ing pets prevents animals from being born accidentally, and is the most effective and humane way to save
animals lives.

The Washington County Spay/Neuter Program makes spay/neuter surgeries available for pets of qualifying
residents. Eligibility requirements along with the application form can be found at
www.co.washington.ar.us under the “Services” tab. Contact the Washington County Animal Shelter for
more information. (479) 695-3450.




HAPPYTATLS™

Gilbert Bloyd, Volunteer

It was just another Saturday at the Shelter trying to help find forever
homes for our wonderful cats and dogs. It had been slow that morning.
A puppy named lJitterbug was getting some people time behind the
front desk because he was sad as his sibling had just been adopted.
One of the Shelter staff came out of the Cat Room with a kitten named
Ladylove who also had her siblings just adopted!

Well, you guessed it....Jitterbug and Ladylove had an instant bond like |
have never seen before. They were so close we decided they had to
fine a home together! Through the power of social media, a wonderful
lady adopted them both and as you see from these pictures it all
worked out.

These are the miracles that | love being a part of. If you would like to
witness a miracle as well, please consider becoming a volunteer at the
Shelter.
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After reading the book The Lemonade War by: Jaqueline Davies, the
entire 3rd Grade Class at Root Elementary School held a Lemonade
Wars Contest. Mr. Jake Beer’s Class collected $310.70 and donated it
to the animals at the County Shelter. Thank you kids!

| Thank You Ramey Junior High School and Ms. Strasser’s
1 Engineering Class for building these 4 dog houses for the
Shelter. Also, a thanks to Home Depot and Meeks Building

Supply Center for donating the wood and materials.

To see how you can win one of these dog houses at the Pet
Palooza on July 11, please visit Facebook/Friends of Lester
C. Howick Animal Shelter of Washington County .

Note from a Happy Adopter:

My name is Fawn Smith, and on June 8th | adopted a pup
from the Washington County Animal Shelter who was
named Fifel -- is now "Pip." He is such a sweetheart
(challenging at times as any 10 month old pup is... but so
smart and trainable), and | am working hard to provide for
him the very best that life has to offer. Lots of love, social-
izing, play, good food, and good exercise has already made
a big difference in his demeanor and appearance. | think |
speak for him too when | say that we thank you for each
other. Sincerely. Thanks for all that you do there to make
life better for animals (and people) in need.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 11 - Pet Palooza Event (County Animal Shelter)
= July 11 - Nomad’s Music Lounge Event 12:00-5:00 pm

July 12 - HSO’s Dogs Day of Summer Family Play Day, 12:00-7:00 pm
(Sassafras Springs Vineyard)

July 19 - NWA Naturals Baseball (Springdale)
July 25 - Fayetteville Farmers Market (Downtown Square)
Aug 8 - Nomad’s Music Lounge Event 12:00-5:00 pm
Aug 8 - Fayetteville Farmers Market (Downtown Square)
Aug 22 - HSO’s Putt 4 Paws, 9:00 am (Gator Golf)
Aug 22 - Fayetteville Farmers Market (Downtown Square)
Aug 26 - NWA Naturals Baseball (Springdale)
Sept 5 - Fayetteville Farmers Market (Downtown Square)
Sept 12 - Nomad’s Music Lounge Event 12:00-5:00
Sept 19 - Fayetteville Farmers Market (Downtown Square)
TBA - Logan’s Roadhouse Fundraiser (Fayetteville)

@@ Teh 32

July 11, 2015 10am—2pm
Washington County Animal Shelter
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Live Broadcast 10:00-12:00!
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| SERVICE DOGS
vy

FREE ADOPTIONS FOR VETERANS & $10 FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS OF VETERANS
FREE CUSTOM COLLAR TAG FOR FIRST 500 PEOPLE -- FREE HOT DOGS AND BURGERS
BOUNCEY HOUSES -- $10 MICROCHIPS FOR WASH. CO. RESIDENTS -- DOOR PRIZES
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